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Scope 
This po lic y appl ies t o MACS and its subs id iar i es.  

Pri nc i pl es 
The way a school responds to gender dysphoric students must be informed and guided by 
the mission of Jesus, who came ‘that they may have life, and have it to the full’. Therefore 
the school has a serious duty of care for each of its students, which it interprets in light of 
Jesus’ own ministry. In all circumstances the school will endeavour to ensure that all 
parties act truthfully, charitably, with good will, and with absolute respect for the human 
dignity of all parties (Parkinson, 2017, p. 23). 

In res pon di ng t o th e uniq ue lear n in g and sup por t nee d s of ge nder inc on gr ue nt chi ldr en an d youn g 
peop le in Cath ol ic sc hoo l setti ngs, all dec is i on mak i ng betwe en t he princ i pa l, par e nt/car er s, chi ld, 
gend er me dic a l ex p er ts, tre atin g spec i al is t/s an d rel ev ant gov er ni ng auth or it ies s hou ld be guid ed by 
the pr inc i ples of:  

a) inc lus ion, res pec t and dig ni ty for the hu man per s on

b) colla bor at io n an d open, co ns tr uc tiv e an d non- judg me ntal di al ogu e

c) activ e lis ten in g an d coo per atio n

d) dis c er nme nt, obj ec tiv ity an d fa ir nes s.

For fur ther su ppor t and con tex t pl eas e ref er to Creat ed and Loved Sec tio n B: Pas tor al Princ ipl es 
(ACBC 2022). 

Poli c y  
Catho lic sc ho ols mus t ex er c is e cauti on, prud enc e and sens itiv i ty in es tab lis h in g how bes t to 
res pond t o th e uni que pas t or al and le ar ni ng needs of gend er inc ongr u ent ch il dr e n an d youn g 
peop le. It is the ro le of fam il ies, sup por te d by th e sc hoo l, to acc omp any stud ents on the ir grow th 
into mat ur ity and hel p th em und er s tand t he ch ang es th at are t ak in g plac e.  

Proc edural cons i derati ons 
Those providing pastoral care in Catholic schools will not automatically simply affirm the 
student’s self-
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students t o fe el sa fe, va lue d an d conn ec ted to their sc hoo l com mun ity so th at t he y may effec t iv ely 
enga ge w ith the ir lear n ing.  

Prov is io ns wit hi n th e mana geme nt pla n sho uld be r ev i ew ed per i od ic al ly to ens ur e that t hey con tin ue 
to me et and re flec t the wel l bei ng and educ at io na l ne e ds of th e gend er inc o ngr u e nt stud ent, the ir 
fami ly an d th e sc hoo l com mun ity.  

In dev e lo pin g and enac t ing a school ma nag em ent pla n for a stu dent pres en tin g w i th ge nder 
inc on gr uenc e, th e pri nc ip al shoul d:  

a. Wit hi n th e conc ep t of ‘c om mun ity of car e ’, eng age in ongo in g dial og ue w ith the c hil d a nd
t heir par en ts/car er s, gen de r med ic al ex per ts, ot her sp ec ial is t/s an d re lev ant gov e r ni ng
aut h or iti es to id ent ify str ate gies t o as s is t th e sc hoo l to prov ide agr e ed p as tor a l an d le ar ni ng
s uppor ts in ac c or da nc e w it h the ir ag e, ca pab il ity an d matur ity. This may inc lu de cons ult i ng
on:

�x t he bio log ic al sex of al l stud ents at tim e of enr o lm ent s hou ld be doc ume nte d an d kept
on sc hoo l rec or ds

�x the ref er enc i ng of stud ent’s prefer r ed na me, prefer r ed us e of prono uns, and prefe r r ed
gend er may be note d on sc hoo l rec or ds

�x the us e of toi lets, sh ower s and ch ang e roo ms that me et th e ne eds of the stude nt
�x the appr o pr iat e un if or m th a t reflec ts t he gend er ex pr es s ion of th e stud ent and me ets

the sc hoo l’s dres s or unif or m code.

b. Requ es t rel ev ant med ic al repor ts an d sup por ti ng doc u ment ati on fro m gend er me dic al
ex per ts and ot her trea tin g s pec ia lis t/s. (for gen der dy s p hor ia or ge nder inc o ngr ue n c e)

c. Mai nta in priv ac y and c onf id enti al ity in ac c or da nc e wi th relev ant legis lat ion. The sh ar ing of
infor mat ion sh ou ld only be commu nic at ed w ith thos e who hav e an ap pr opr iate re as on to
k now in ord er to sup por t t h e we llb ei ng and le ar ni ng ou tc omes of the st ude nt.

d. Ensur e t he stu den t is not s ubj ec t to bul ly in g, har as s m ent and/or dis c r im in ati on eit her
dir ec tly or in dir ec t ly.

e. Inc lud e th e prov is ion of re le v ant prof es s ion al lear nin g and infor m ati on f or staff, st u dents
and f am il ies w ith in t he sc ho ol com mu nity t o rais e un de r s tandin g of ge nder inc o ngr uenc e
w ith in t he co ntex t of Catho li c teac hi ngs ab out hu man s ex ual ity.

f. Consid er th e pas t or al and ac adem ic needs of all mem ber s of th e sc hoo l com mu ni ty wit h
t he ind iv id ual ne eds of the child ex per ienc i ng gen der inc ongr u enc e and t he ir fam i ly.

g. Updat e sc hoo l pol ic ies, wh er e ap pr opr i ate, to ref lec t arr angem ents f or gen der inc ongr u ent
s tudents.
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Defini ti ons 
Bullying 
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MACS school o r school 

A s choo l w h ic h oper at es w i th th e cons en t of t he Cath ol ic  Archb is hop of Mel bour ne and is ow ned, 
oper at ed and gov er n ed by  MACS, d irec tly or t hr ou gh MACSS ( as t he co ntex t r e q uir es). R ef er enc es 
to sc hoo ls or M ACS s chool s al s o inc lu des bo ar digh 

https://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Melb/Student-Support/Student-Wellbeing
https://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Melb/CI/Identity-Growth
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http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/getmedia/b5d43278-51b9-4704-b45a-f14e50546a70/Commitment-Statement-A4.aspx
http://www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/getmedia/b5d43278-51b9-4704-b45a-f14e50546a70/Commitment-Statement-A4.aspx
http://www.macs.vic.edu.au/Our-Schools/Curriculum-Learning-Programs/Horizons-of-Hope.aspx
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